
 May 2010  
Dear Parents

What a busy couple of weeks it has been!  The Pot Luck dinner was great, and it was lovely to see you all getting to know each other.  We had a great spread of food, and plenty of leftovers for lunch on Friday!  

Last week we had our Ambulance visit, this went very well too.  Pricilla has put together a photo board for the wall.  The ambulance visit has been our end point for our health theme.  We will now be moving on to autumn as a theme which will lead fairly quickly onto planets and planet Alignment.  We will be asking questions such as “What causes the seasons to change?”  This will give us the opportunity to study space and planets in more detail.  We hope to incorporate a trip to the Stardome for this theme.  The Stardome have some fantastic educational programs which cater to children of all ages.  We will also be able to take a look at Matariki as this all ties in together.
Learning Dispositions

As mentioned in our last newsletter the staff will be undergoing some professional development.  The first session will be on Monday 31st May starting at 5.30pm.  We will begin with looking at learning dispositions and how we can enhance children’s natural dispositions to support their learning.  I will send out a work sheet after the first session so that you can learn alongside us.  
Portfolios

We have the portfolios of your children’s learning and interests opposite the sign in sheets.  Please feel free to read these with your children at the centre.  The children love looking at their pictures and always enjoy sharing their accomplishments.  
Sick Children

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for keeping sick children at home.  It has really helped to keep the spread of bug down, and from my conversations with other centres we are doing really well in keeping the children healthy.
Naming Property

Could you please, please, please name all of your children’s belongings!!  It is so hard trying to match children up with their things when they are not named.  The other day we had 4 bob the builder bags and three Dora the explorer bags.  It was just about impossible to figure out whose was whose.  So please could you name clearly:
· Bags

· Shoes

· Nappies

· Drink bottles

· Baby bottles

· Socks

· Jackets

· Dummies

· Hats

· Toys

· Trousers

Everything!!

Could you please also check the lost property for any items you may have lost?  We will be clearing the box at the beginning of June, so any items left in there which are not named will be taken down to the local hospice shop.
ART

We have a huge amount of Art which needs to be collected.  Please check the Art box, your children Art is filed behind your child’s Christian name.
Art on a Plate

Thank you to all the parents who contributed to our fundraiser.  There were some beautiful art creations from a range of age groups.
Communication Books

We have been doing lots of writing in the communication books; please feel free to write in there too.  It is a great little book which your children will treasure when they get older so it is really important to keep adding little bits to them.  We need ALL the books to be put in the black box under the sign in sheet.  The staff are constantly going to the box to retrieve the books to write in, and if the books aren’t there then we can’t write in them.  This is for under two’s as well as over two’s.  
Goods and Services Tax
As you will be aware our fees include GST.  Unfortunately it looks like the government will be increasing GST from 12.5% to 15%.  If this occurs then we will have to increase the fees to cover this and we will be rounding the fees up to the nearest dollar to keep the structure simple.   For example if you are paying $70 a day now then this would add up to $71.56 with the new rate of GST added. The amount would then be rounded up to $72.00.  Please note that we have no intention to increase our fees and this will only happen if the Government goes ahead with this proposed increase in tax.
Web Page
I am hoping to create a sign in area on our web page so that I can post photos, the “what happened today” page and videos of the children in a secure environment.   Because it is really important that this is secure I will get some training on this to ensure that before anything is done the children’s privacy is protected.  I would like to get feedback on this from you all as it is important that you are happy with this idea.  Closer to this happening I will send home consent forms so that you can choose not to have your child’s picture in this zone.  I will only post the images if I get consent, and only those who wish to participate will have access to this zone.
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Baby Sitter Available


15 year old girl able to baby sit.  $10 per hour or $30 for the evening.


Phone Jessica on


021 0789402
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Call us for a free measure and quote.

Ph 09 570 5049
www.innovative-interiors.co.nz

SHOWROOM:
Unit 4/93 Ellice Rd, Glenfield
Open Mon - Fri, 8:30am - 4:30pm
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