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  April 2010  
I trust you all had a good break over Easter.  I was lucky enough to have a week off!!  We are all back at work well refreshed.  Over the next couple of months the staff and I will be undergoing some professional development.  We are aiming to focus on the key learning areas (literacy, maths, science, technology, drama) and also to focus on learning dispositions.  This will be undertaken as a team after hours.  I am looking forward to sharing the key themes with you all.  Barbara will be doing a separate workshop at the end of May which will cover the new dimensions for teacher registration.   I hope to attend the annual ECC conference in July, however I have not finalised this yet.  Kelly has now completed her full registration and Carmelita is nearly there!  Nanette is updating her qualifications for NZ registration so she has been studying through the NZ tertiary college.
Pot luck dinner 
As mentioned in the last newsletter we have been focusing on health over the last month.  This will carry over to May and will probably finish just after the ambulance visit.  We would like to hold a pot luck dinner evening on Thursday May 6th from 5.30pm to 7.00pm.  If you are not familiar with pot luck it is simply a case of everyone bringing some food along and putting it all together. This will be a great opportunity for the parents to catch up and for new parents to meet the other families at the centre.  We will put up a list of names by the sign in sheet with the option of bringing savoury or sweet, that way we don’t just get pudding for dinner!!!  If you could also indicate if you are coming or not and approximately how many, remember that all family members are welcome, siblings, grandparents, aunts, uncles etc.   We will provide tea, coffee and orange juice.
Art on a Plate

You will have seen the new fundraising initiative, the plates.  These look fantastic so please make sure you talk to Barbara about ordering them.  The plates need to be paid for before we order them.  Please make any cheques out for cash as this is a fundraiser. And they need to be paid for this week.  The cost of the plates are $23.00.
Sleep room

We have also just upgraded our bedding and the children love their new sheet sets.  They are very cosy!  We aim to repaint and do up the sleep room over the next couple of months, it is just simply a case of choosing colours.  

Babies
You will have noticed that we have reduced the size of the babies’ area; we did this because our young ones are getting on really well in the main playroom.  We still have the allocated space, but very rarely use it. If we need to we can increase the size again, it only takes a short period of time to change around.  It has meant that the main room is a bit bigger and we have been able to shift the dress ups over into the far corner.  
Sickness policy and complaints procedure
We have been in the process of reviewing our sickness policy so that it is more comprehensive and covers issues such as the use of paracetemol, and what constitutes illness.  Last month we had a situation with a parent who was not happy with our policy and this issue was taken through to the Ministry of Education.  The Ministry was in full support of our policy and our actions taken.   I would like to stress that we only ever have the best interests of the children, staff, and families in mind when implementing and adhering to policies.  I would like to also point out that we do have a complaints procedure, and it is very important that these complaints are handled in a manner which does not disrupt teachers who are working on the floor.  If there is a complaint which you cannot resolve with the person directly involved, then it needs to go to Barbara and then in writing to the licensee (email is ok).  If the complaint is still not resolved then it can be directed to the Ministry of Education and at that point resolution will be arbitrated.  We do have this complaints procedure up on the notice board with all our policies; however I have now added the telephone number, and email address of our local Ministry of Education advisor.  
Sessions

Can you please make sure that you are not late picking up children from sessions.  We have a structure throughout the day which revolves around the session times.  If parents are late picking up their children then this means a delay in serving lunch and afternoon tea for those booked in.  The morning session runs from 8am to 11.30 am. When the morning session children have been picked up we get the all day children to wash their hands and be seated at the table for lunch.  The short day session runs from 8am to 3pm.  Again after these children have been picked up we serve afternoon tea for the ‘all day’ children and the ‘afternoon session’ children.  The afternoon session runs from 1pm to 5pm, at this time we have a staff member go home, so that there are just two left for the 5 to 5.30pm children.  So please bear in mind that picking your children up late from sessions can be disruptive to this routine.

Website

I have updated our website and I will be publishing relevant policy’s on the website.  I also aim to put news letters on the web site too, so this may be more convenient for parent to access.  
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Please remember to name all of your child’s things, bags, shoes, socks etc.


Please ensure you have signed your child in and out.  We use the sign in sheets as part of our emergency evacuation procedure and it is also a requirement for WINZ and the MOE that this is signed.














